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 News from the Directors 

 September was a busy first full month of school! 
 We welcomed 70+ students and have enjoyed 
 getting to know each of them. October will bring 
 cooler weather and Halloween parties. Be sure to 
 pack layers for your child so that they can 
 comfortably play outside each day. 

 This month we will be having our Stoller’s Pastry 
 Fundraiser.  Orders may be placed online or on 
 paper. You can share the following link with family 
 and friends: 
 https://store.myfundraisingplace.com/1b9c6d0b-0 
 985-4aef-92e9-6002e7b6c1e8  . Pastries are 
 delivered frozen so that you can thaw/bake and 
 enjoy at your convenience. If you are submitting a 
 paper order please make sure checks are payable 
 to SUMC. 

 We are looking for donations of small pumpkins to 
 be used by all the classes in the hay bale area. 
 Wheelbarrows and wagons will be added to the 
 area so that the students can move the pumpkins 
 and make their own pumpkin patch.  We will also 
 use pumpkins for some fine motor control activities 
 such as hammering golf tees. 
 Happy fall! 

 Jody Halley & Emily Johnson 

 Important Dates and Information 

 September 29-Stoller’s Fundraiser begins 
 October 13- Stoller’s orders due 
 October 11- Board Meeting 
 October 28/29- Halloween class parties 
 November 3- Stoller’s pickup 

 Support Play and Prep Preschool year round with Mabel’s 
 Labels and Heinen’s School Program: 

 Check out our fundraising page at  Mabel's Labels  at 
 www.mabelslabels.com and click on Support a Fundraiser 
 then find Play and Prep Preschool in the school listing. Play 
 and Prep will receive a percentage from your order. 

 Heinen’s Tasteful Rewards School Program.  Coming 
 soon you will be able to register Play and Prep with your 
 Tasteful Reward Card at heinens.com/schools, In-store at 
 the Customer Service Desk, or call Customer Relations 
 Department at 1-855-475-2300 ext. 2337. Past participants 
 must enter Play and Prep after logging in to their Tasteful 
 Rewards profile. 

 School Calendar: 
2021-22 calendar

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1w7tgt1cFKEELh-UwllqxErVfPeQ72rVHlq5IlP6zCOw/edit?usp=sharing
https://store.myfundraisingplace.com/1b9c6d0b-0985-4aef-92e9-6002e7b6c1e8
https://store.myfundraisingplace.com/1b9c6d0b-0985-4aef-92e9-6002e7b6c1e8


 Pre K Class- Oak 

 Hello Oak families! We have had a very busy first month of school in our classroom. The kids have 
 learned new daily routines and are excelling socially. We will continue to practice using correct pencil 
 grips and name writing as we move into October.  The month of October is one of my favorites! 
 Pumpkins, apples and Halloween- what's not to love?! We will be transitioning the classroom into a 

 pumpkin patch where the kids will be able to "plant" their pumpkins with their friends. We will have new 
 manipulatives to encourage fine motor development while exploring the ins-and-outs of apples and 
 pumpkins. There are many science opportunities this month, for example the life cycle of an apple. Look 
 forward to more art projects coming home in Friday folders. I have loved seeing their creativity and 
 enjoyment from our completed projects. Happy Fall, y'all! 

 Emily Harrigan 

 Pre K Class - Willow 

 We are o� to a fantastic start building a classroom family and making new friends. During our first 
 month we focused on building our school day routines and expectations and introducing many 
 activities we will do throughout the school year. During October we will be working on our numeral 
 identification up to ten, how to use a ten frame, and showing numbers using tally marks. For Language 

 Arts our focus is still going to be spelling and recognizing our names, identifying beginning sounds, and introducing 
 rhyming. We will learn more about Autumn, explore pumpkins, and talk about farm life in October. 

 Kaitlyn  Pecherkiewicz 

 Pre K Class- Sweetgum 

 September was a complete success in the Sweetgum class, even with our "bump in the road" week o� 
 for quarantine.  We have been focusing on team building and learning that our class is a team that 
 works together.  We created self portraits and looked at our fingerprints with a magnifying glass.  We 
 created animal puppets, learned where animals live, and have been working on our scissor skills.  In 

 literacy, we introduced the letters Aa and Bb and in math, we covered the numbers 0 and 1.  I have enjoyed getting 
 to know all of my students better. I look forward to continuing to grow as a class as we move into the autumn 
 months. 

 Ms. Kiersti  Critchfield 

 Outdoor- Pine 

 The Pine class used the month of September to get to know each other, our garden space, and our 
 routines. We learned about each of our unique names, found and measured worms, made recipes in the 
 mud kitchen, and created homes for animals with various natural materials. The month of October will 
 bring studies of trees and leaves, feathered friends, skeletons, and pumpkins. Thanks for a great first 

 month of school! 

 Carol Jurgemeier and Laurel Cline 



 3’s  Class - Maple 

 We started our year o� exploring our classroom (both indoors and outdoors) and  learning about 
 ourselves and our new friends. As we have gotten to know each other, we have begun introducing 
 letters, numbers, and shapes. Art, literature, music and movement, and STEM will all be incorporated 
 into our daily routines both in the classroom and during our outside exploration time! October will bring 

 us apples, pumpkins, and all things fall as we learn about the changing seasons. We look forward to a great year 
 learning through play! 

 Lesley Perlberg 

 3’s Class - Beech 
 Happy Fall from the Beech 3’s class!  During September we spent a great deal of time on routines and 
 behavior expectations and getting to know each other. We also have been learning about our 5 (basic) 
 senses. One activity we did was a taste test to explore what sweet, salty, sour, and bitter taste like. The 
 most disappointing item was the unsweetened chocolate for bitter. Although they were warned that it 
 was not sweet, it was still quite a shock to taste how truly awful it was. Thankfully our water bottles were 

 nearby and sweet marshmallows followed the bitter chocolate. 

 In the Beech class we really focus on becoming independent. This means that your child is hanging up his own 
 backpack and jacket; finding her own snack and water bottle and putting them where they belong; putting toys and 
 materials away in the proper location; pulling up their own underwear and pants in the bathroom (with a little 
 assistance), flushing the toilet, and washing their hands; putting on their own Muddy Buddy and boots; and knowing 
 when they need to use the bathroom with reminders. We know that help is sometimes still needed, and it is 
 given-once they try on their own first. You can help us with this process by allowing your child the extra time that it 
 takes to do things for themselves at home. Before taking out a second toy, be sure he put the first one away. If going 
 outside, allow your child to put on their own shoes and jacket. I realize that it’s easier to do it for them, but just watch 
 when they beam with pride and tell you, “I did it all by myself!” It’s worth it. 

 If you have any clear, plastic lids from yogurt or sour cream, will you kindly send them in? We will be doing an art 
 project with them in the future. I am also looking for colorful  scraps  of fabric that we will use for  another project in late 
 November/early December. Thank you! 

 Patti Mauldin 

 2’s Class - Beech 
 Hello from the Beech 2’s class! We have all adjusted well to coming to school, and we no longer have 
 tears in the morning. This, to me, is a major success. In September we based our activities on two books 
 that were read aloud:  Blueberries for Sal  and  The  Story of Ferdinand  . One activity we did was to use 
 tweezers to move pom-poms from a bowl on one side of us to a paper with colored circles to sort them 
 into on the other side. This activity was great fine motor practice and sorting by colors practice. Naming 

 the colors as we put them in the proper circle helped us to build our vocabulary and understanding of colors, too. And 
 finally, moving the items from one side of our body to the other was an activity to cross the midline. Crossing the 
 midline is important to allow both hemispheres of the brain to communicate and coordinate. These types of activities 
 are crucial for future success in dressing ourselves, cutting, writing, and reading. Some other simple, at-home 
 activities that cross the midline include: throwing or kicking a ball, popping bubbles, hitting items together in the 



 midline (hitting a tambourine), playing with cars on a large path, clapping games, and doing art on a vertical surface 
 (easel). 

 Patti Mauldin 

 Learning Garden Days- Messy Monday and Parent &  Me 

 Messy Monday is our one day a week multi-age class that gives students a nature-based 
 educational experience in our outdoor classroom areas.  During the month of September, we 
 introduced the topic of using our senses when we explore outside.  We made music with water to 
 explore the sense of hearing. We gathered soft, hard, rough, prickly, feathery, and a variety of other 
 textures to explore the sense of touch. We used our sense of sight to find colors throughout the 

 garden.  We also used our sense of smell to wonder if fall has a smell?  October will be about seeds, pumpkins, and 
 spiders! 

 Parent & Me in the Garden class allows one caregiver to come explore with their child.  In September, we painted 
 with flowers, used seeds to make faces in playdough and created musical instruments!  In October we will have fun 
 with leaves, pumpkins, and bats! 

 Carol Jurgemeier 

 Creative Movement 

 In  September  we  got  moving  with  a  cooperative  game  similar  to  musical  chairs  using  hula  hoops. 
 This  month  we  will  practice  our  foot  skills  with  soccer.  We  will  have  time  to  try  shooting  on  goals, 
 dribbling, and running the field. 

 Emily Johnson 

 STEM 

 Our first STEM lesson of the year was learning all about shadows.  Students created a shadow 
 puppet and using a flashlight made shadows in their classrooms or outside.  In October, students 
 will explore magnetism with the STEM cart filled with magnets, objects that are magnetic and 
 non-magnetic, and some games and puzzles. 

 Emily Johnson 

 Music 
 We started o� this year’s music lessons with “Back to School Parachute Fun”. One activity was 
 “Musical Parachute,” where the students were able to explore various instruments while getting to 
 know each other. They also sang along to variations of “If You’re Happy and You Know It,” following 
 di�erent instructions, such as shaking the parachute (fast/slow), going up, down, around in a circle, 
 etc. The students also did a number recognition game/song and sang along to “Zoom, Zoom, Zoom 
 We’re Going to the Moon.” 
 In October we will welcome Fall with fun songs and activities about pumpkins and leaves! 

 Jule Coussa 




