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 News from the Directors 

 We hope you enjoyed the Thanksgiving Break with 
 your families. Looking ahead to December we have 
 a busy 3 weeks before Winter Break.  Classes will 
 continue to get outside every day, so be sure to 
 send in cold weather gear to leave at school or to 
 go back and forth each day.   Our students love to 
 get outside to move and learn! 

 This month we will be supporting a community 
 group - Mom E�ect by collecting donations of baby 
 wipes, diapers, and new and used baby clothes. 
 We will have a collection bin by our main entrance 
 doors during the month of December. 

 We are also collecting used holiday cards for a 
 craft. 

 Take note that registration materials for 2022-2023 
 will be available later this month for current families 
 and alumni.  Registrations will be accepted after 
 the Winter Break starting on January 3rd.. 

 Jody Halley & Emily Johnson 

 Important Dates and Information 

 Dec. 13- Board meeting at 7:00 PM 
 Dec. 14-16 Holiday parties 
 Dec. 17- Registration avail. for 2022-23 for current families 
 Dec. 20-31- NO SCHOOL for Winter Break 
 Jan. 3- Registration accepted for current students/alumni 
 Jan. 3- School resumes 
 Jan 10 - Registration accepted for new families 

 Support Play and Prep Preschool year round with Mabel’s 
 Labels and Heinen’s School Program: 
 Check out our fundraising page at  Mabel's Labels  at 
 www.mabelslabels.com and click on Support a Fundraiser 
 then find Play and Prep Preschool in the school listing. Play 
 and Prep will receive a percentage from your order. 

 Heinen’s Tasteful Rewards School Program.  Designate 
 Play and Prep as your school with your Tasteful Reward 
 Card at heinens.com/schools, In-store at the Customer 
 Service Desk, or call Customer Relations Department at 
 1-855-475-2300 ext. 2337. Past participants must enter 
 Play and Prep after logging in to their Tasteful Rewards 
 profile. 

 School Calendar: 
2021-22 calendar

 Pre K Class- Oak 

 Thank you for sending in pictures of your beautiful families so our class could make our Oak Family 
 Tree.  The kids were very proud to show o� their parents and siblings. Mrs. Coussa and I enjoyed 
 learning more about your families from the Holiday worksheets. The students are doing a great job 
 remembering our Alphabet song which will be helpful for them on their incoming Kindergarten 

 assessment next year. We not only sing the letter, but also the sound it makes as well as a word that begins with the 
 same letter. For example, "A says a/ A says a/ Alligator! Alligator! A, a, a!" You should have your child sing our song 
 for you! Our class also FILLED their KINDNESS JAR this month!  We have started a new jar for December which 
 I'm sure will fill up quickly! 

 December is going to be very busy! How is it December already?! You know what that means: Winter! Our goal is 
 to spend time outside each day.  I ask that you please spend time with your child practicing putting on and zipping 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1w7tgt1cFKEELh-UwllqxErVfPeQ72rVHlq5IlP6zCOw/edit?usp=sharing


 their own coat. We are focusing on completing tasks more independently as the school year progresses, as this 
 will be the expectation once they enter Kindergarten. We have a few Winter-themed science experiments that we 
 will complete this month. We will also spend more time focusing on our numbers 1-15, both writing each number 
 and recognizing them. It is going to be a fun, cold and exciting month in Oak class! 

 Emily Harrigan 

 Pre K Class - Willow 

 The month of December always brings many opportunities to get creative! Our classroom will be 
 opening a new area called “Winter Workshop” where students will have access to a wide variety of 
 materials and supplies to openly build and create with. We will also be introducing some new 
 cooperative games to practice working together, taking turns, and being supporting and encouraging 

 of our peers. We will continue to work on identifying our upper and lower case letters and will have a strong 
 emphasis on letter sounds as well as identifying beginning and end sounds of words. For math we are going to 
 work on breaking numbers apart as well as identifying our numerals 11-20. We look forward to doing as much 
 outdoors in the snow as possible so please be sure to send your child with the appropriate clothes and gear! 

 Kaitlyn  Pecherkiewicz 

 Pre K Class- Sweetgum 

 November brought challenges to the normal Sweetgum class schedule. Week one, the children 
 enjoyed making their own musical instruments, which included a drum and pan flute. We played our 
 instruments along to the song, Baby Shark.  During the week of quarantine, we focused on Community 
 Workers and enjoyed a Crazy Hat Zoom class.  The final week before the holiday break we had 

 Creative Movement, learned about surface tension and things that float, and discussed Thanksgiving. In the 
 month of December we will be focusing on the season of Winter and holiday traditions. 

 Kiersti  Critchfield 

 Outdoor- Pine 

 November was a busy month in the Pine classroom! We learned all about deer, pine trees, and bears as 
 we explored the garden area. In December, we plan to celebrate winter as we learn about reindeer, the 
 universe, and candles. 

 Carol Jurgemeier and Laurel Cline 

 3’s  Class - Maple 

 November went by so quickly as we were busy learning about family and Thanksgiving! With the holiday 
 season fast approaching, we will be exploring the di�erent ways our friends and families celebrate as 
 well as learning about winter and gingerbread! Throughout December, we will be reviewing our colors, 
 shapes, and numbers up to 10 while we continue to focus on the letters L, M and N. We look forward to 
 lots of outdoor fun as well! Please send your child’s winter gear to school. 

 Lesley Perlberg 



 3’s Class - Beech 

 The 3’s in Beech had a thankful November with themes of gratitude, turkeys, and Thanksgiving. We 
 created leaf, turkey, and corn artwork, and continued to work on the letters of our names and their order. 
 We glued feathers to demonstrate one to one correspondence, and we began to work on subitizing 
 through activities using dice. When we subitize with dice, we are able to determine-without counting the 

 dots-which number is represented. Playing dice games, making dot cards to use to play War, and playing with 
 dominoes are ways you can help train your child’s brain to see organized groups of numbers in number patterns 
 while having fun together at home. The children learned how to set the table and selected traditional Thanksgiving 
 foods to put in a collage. A table setting activity is available to use during free choice time, but perhaps you can 
 encourage your child to set the table at home, too. We learned about the first Thanksgiving and made a bead 
 bracelet to help us to remember the story. But one of the best things we did was make the Blessings Mix. The 
 children got to pour the ingredients into a big container and they all stirred it to be sure the items were well mixed. 
 They were very excited to take their mix home to try, but all agreed it looked delicious! 

 Patti Mauldin 

 2’s Class - Beech 

 November found the 2’s class learning about being thankful and how gratitude helps us to have a happy 
 heart. We had fun putting craft feathers into a turkey-faced colander, and we tried opening and closing 
 empty containers for new fine motor work. We talked about shapes and used stamps and stamp pads to 
 create shape art. We continued to practice grace and courtesy by keeping our bodies o� tables, sitting 
 down at the table together while eating and drinking, and remembering to excuse ourselves when 

 necessary. We loved our times playing in the big room where there is plenty of unobstructed room to run. We 
 discovered that sometimes our speed is greater than our bodies can handle and we fell quite a bit. Usually a kind 
 word of concern or a hug was all we needed to return to the fun. We frequently used a balance beam at school and 
 we will continue to introduce other fun ways to improve balance such as standing on one foot, doing yoga, playing 
 freeze dance, and indoor hopscotch. You may want to do some of these activities at home, too. Also, consider 
 allowing your two or three year old to go barefoot while inside at home. This will encourage balance and coordination 
 and optimize foot development. 

 Patti Mauldin 

 Learning Garden Days- Messy Monday and Parent &  Me 

 During the month of November, Messy Monday students learned the names of common Northeast 
 Ohio animals they might see in their backyard or hiking in the local woods.  We looked at trees and 
 how they provide shelter for animals in the rain and colder weather. We learned some facts about 
 wild turkeys, measured ourselves to see if we were as tall as a turkey and made a pinecone turkey to 
 share with our families.  In December, we will learn to identify lichen, an amazing fungus that can 

 survive extreme weather conditions and is a favorite food of reindeer!  We will also be making our family a gift as we 
 think about night and day, darkness and light as the winter solstice nears. Welcome Yule! 

 Carol Jurgemeier 



 Extended Day 

 The holiday season and snow are here in December and we have an exciting month to look forward 
 to!  We will learn about snow and winter through books and art. The weather is changing and we will 
 enjoy outdoor activities, so be sure to send in snow gear.  Those students that stay for the afternoon 
 may also want an extra pair of gloves as the students often get their gloves wet in the morning and 
 aren’t dry for the afternoon. 

 Rainy Titus 

 Creative Movement 

 Did  your  child  tell  you  about  Bear  and  Turkey  Tag?  In  November,  we  really  got  moving  with  a  fun 
 game  of  tag  outside.  This  month  we  will  move  inside  to  the  Big  Room  for  Ice  hockey.  We  will  use 
 pool  noodles  as  hockey  sticks  and  peanut  butter  jar  lids  as  pucks  as  we  try  to  score  some  goals  and 
 work on hand-eye coordination. 

 Emily Johnson 

 STEM 

 As we see the weather change with the seasons, it’s a good time to introduce the concept of 
 temperature to children. The STEM lesson this month will be exploring temperature and 
 quantifying hot and cold using student thermometers, water, and ice cubes. 

 Emily Johnson 

 Music 

 In November, we continued exploring the fall season with our "Leaves are  FALL  ing" music lesson. 
 The students learned all about the changing leaves, with songs and rhymes. They explored colors, 
 numbers (including counting forward and backward), and the process of the leaves changing colors, 
 falling from the trees, and being raked into piles. In December, we will get into the winter holiday spirit 
 with our "Jingle Jangle!" music lesson. 

 Jule Coussa 


