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News   from   the   Directors     

Thank   you   for   supporting   our   Chipotle   Night   Out   
in   January.    It   was   a   success!   Because   of   your   
support   we   raised   $300.   We   plan   to   use   the   
money   toward   some   Learning   Garden   updates   
this   spring.   

We   are   still   accepting   registrations   for   next   school   
year.   Registration   information   can   be   found   on   our   
website:    www.playandpreppreschool.org    under   
“School   info”.   

Summer   camp   information   will   be   coming   out   by   
the   end   of   the   month.   This   will   be   open   to   our   
current   and   new   families   during   the   month   of   
June.     

Jody   Halley   &   Emily   Johnson     
  

Important   Dates   
Feb.   4&5   -   No   School   Parent   Teacher   conference   (virtual)   
Feb.   11&12   -   in   class   Valentine’s   Day   celebrations   
Feb.15   -   No   School   Presidents’   Day   
March   19-26   No   School   Spring   Break   

Check   out   our   fundraising   page   at    Mabel's   Labels    at   
www.mabelslabels.com   and   click   on   Support   a   Fundraiser   then   
find   Play   and   Prep   Preschool   in   the   school   listing.   Play   and   Prep   
will   receive   a   percentage   from   your   order.     

Heinen’s   Tasteful   Rewards   School   Program.    Register   Play   and   
Prep   with   your   Tasteful   Reward   Card   at   heinens.com/schools,   
In-store   at   the   Customer   Service   Desk,   or   call   Customer   Relations   
Department   at   1-855-475-2300   ext.   2337.   Past   participants   must   
RE-SELECT    Play   and   Prep   by   logging   in   to   their   Tasteful   Rewards   
profile.     

  
Pre   K   Class-   Oak      

                          We   had   a   terrific   month   of   January!   The   students   enjoyed   exploring   di�erent   aspects   of   construction   
including   using   tools,   building   with   Legos   and   using   their   imagination   in   the   “construction   site”   in   our   
classroom.   The   students   started   creating   their   Feelings   Journals   which   we   will   be   writing   and   drawing   
in   for   a   few   weeks.   They   had   some   terrific   examples   of   what   makes   them   feel   happy   and   sad.   They   
will   also   learn   more   about   the   importance   of   friendship   and   di�erent   community   helpers.   
  

  Emily   Harrigan    

Pre   K   Class   -   Willow   
  

   Hello   Families!   I   cannot   believe   January   has   flown   by   so   quickly!   We   were   busy   working   on   our   
upper   and   lowercase   letter   matching   as   well   as   our   letter   sounds.   Throughout   February   we   will   
continue   our   discussion   on   kindness   and   our   Kind   Kids   Challenge   will   be   in   full   swing.   We   will   
extend   our   lessons   on   kindness   to   talk   more   in   depth   about   friendships   and   what   it   means   to   be   a   
good   friend.   Later   in   the   month   we   will   explore   Community   Helpers   that   we   find   in   our   

neighborhoods   and   identify   what   we   want   to   be   when   we   grow   up.   Throughout   the   month   we   will   be   working   on   
learning   how   to   write   our   names   with   only   a   capital   at   the   beginning   as   well   as   learning   our   address   and   a   phone   
number.     
                                                                                                                                                  Kaitlyn   Pecherkiewicz     

http://www.playandpreppreschool.org/


 

3's   Class   -   Beech   

The   students   in   Beech   had   a   great   return   to   school   this   month   and   enjoyed   some   new   winter   
themed   activities   in   the   classroom.   One   of   the   activities   included   a   snowflake   taped   to   the   ground   
that   we   used   to   develop   the   math   skills   of   subitizing,   one   to   one   correspondence,   and   number   
identification.   The   students   had   to   use   their   gross   motor   skills   to   keep   their   balance   while   walking   
on   the   snowflake,   too.   We   also   enjoyed   an   alphabet   identification   ice   fishing   activity.   The   students  
used   dowel   rod   fishing   poles   with   magnets   attached   to   catch   fish   with   letters   on   them   that   they   
needed   to   name.   And,   as   an   introduction   to   the   ideas   of   comparing   mass   and   heavy   vs.   light,   we   
used   plastic   ice   cubes   on   a   balance   scale   to   compare   weights   of   classroom   objects.    We   really   were   

trying   to   remember   the   importance   of   play   in   young   children’s   learning   this   month,   and   as   a   result,   we   had   a   great   
deal   of   fun   while   working   on   developing   important   skills!   Next   month,   our   dramatic   play   area   is   going   to   be   an   
important   part   of   our   learning   activities   as   we   open   a   co�ee   shop!   Thank   you   to   those   who   agreed   to   let   us   borrow   
some   much   needed   items.   

                                             Patti   Mauldin   

3’s    Class   -   Maple     

We   had   a   great   time   in   January   exploring   all   things   cold   and   snowy!   February   will   be   filled   with   
Valentines   Day,   Polar   animals   (P   for   polar   bears   and   penguins!)   and   learning   about   our   emotions   
and   feelings.   We   have   been   focusing   a   lot   on   our   social   skills   and   will   continue   to   do   so   throughout   
the   remainder   of   the   year.   We   will   use   pictures,   words,   art,   music,   and   movement   to   learn   more   
about   our   bodies   and   how   they   feel   when   we   are   experiencing   a   range   of   feelings.   We   will   talk   
about   how   our   actions   can   impact   how   others   feel,   and   continue   to   learn   about   making   good   

choices.   

Lesley   Perlberg  

Outdoor   Class   -   Pine   

The   Pine   classroom   spent   the   month   of   January   exploring   the   ice   and   snow.   We   melted   ice   with   salt   
and   food   color,   we   freed   bears   from   the   ice,   painted   with   colorful   ice,   and   left   water   out   overnight   to   
see   it   frozen   the   next   day.   We   also   explored   the   snow,   making   snow   people   and   snow   penguins   in   
the   garden.   We   searched   for   animal   tracks   in   the   garden   and   surrounding   wooded   area.   We   even   
searched   for   pictures   of   tracks   in   our   indoor   space,   and   practiced   writing   the   names   of   the   animals   
who   would   have   left   those   tracks.   February   will   be   all   about   hearts,   rocks,   and   dinosaurs!        

                                                                                                                                                                          Laurel   Cline    



 

  

Messy   Monday   and   Sweetgum   Classes   

  
January’s   weather   was   the   perfect   backdrop   for   our   arctic   animal   studies.   Students   tested   how   a   
layer   of   blubber   helps   to   keep   arctic   animals   warm.   They   burrowed   under   evergreen   trees   like   
snowshoes   hares   to   stay   warm   and   hide   from   coyotes!   Sweetgum   friends   rescued   arctic   animals   
from   the   ice.   Messy   Monday   class   used   golf   tees   and   hammers   as   walrus   teeth   to   break   through   
the   ice   to   catch   some   fish!   We   created   polar   bear   art   pieces,   walrus   puppets   and   painted   with   
shades   of   white.   February   will   find   us   learning   about   dinosaurs,   celebrating   Valentine’s   day,   
looking   for   patterns   in   nature   and   diving   into   the   deep   blue   sea!     

         Carol   Juergemeier   

STEM     
  

   In   January,    students   learned   about   magnets   and   what   types   of   materials   are   magnetic.   In   
February,   students   will   learn   about   air   pressure.   They   will   make   air-powered   rockets,   make   
predictions   about   a   balloon   rocket,   and   try   out   a   stomp   rocket.   

Emily   Johnson   

Music     

All   of   our   students   loved   acting   out    The   Mitten    book   through   song!   In   February,   we   will   be   
focusing   on   di�erent   types   of   sounds   and   how   to   di�erentiate   between   them.   We   will   put   our   
listening   skills   to   the   test   with   a   fun   sound   matching   game!   

Lesley   Perlberg   

Creative   Movement     

We  focused  on  eye-hand  coordination  in  January  when  playing  ice  hockey.  In  February,  we  will                               
get  our  hearts  pumping  with  fitness  stations.  Students  will  try  jumping  hurdles,  sprinting,  and                             
balance   boards.     

   Emily   Johnson     


