
Play and Prep Preschool Newsletter  

    January 2019 

News from the Directors 
Happy New Year!  We hope you enjoyed the 

holidays and the time off with your family 

and friends.  Thank you to everyone who 

donated items to the Treasure Trunk; it was greatly 

appreciated! 

Registration for the 2019-20 school year will begin on 

January 8th.  We will have some new options available in 

addition to our current offerings.  Please be aware that 

our morning classes fill very quickly.   

We will have having an information session about Play 

and Prep on January 15th at 10:30 – please share with 

your friends. 

Please send your child with snow pants, winter boots, 

waterproof gloves and hat everyday as we will be 

playing on the playground and garden.  Please label 

everything.  
 
Check out our fundraising page at Mabel's Labels at 
www.mabelslabels.com and click on Support a Fundraiser then 
find Play and Prep Preschool in the school listings.  Great labels 
to use for school and home. Play and Prep will receive a 
percentage from your order.  

                       Mrs. Halley and Mrs. Juergemeier 

Important Dates 
January 7, 14 and 28th - Messy Mondays 9-11:30  

January 7th – Staff Meeting – noon  

January 8th – School resumes; Registration open    

 for current families 

   January 15th – 8am  Registration open for new families 

                           10:30am-11:15am Information Session    

   January 18th – No School 

   January 25th – Spirit Day  

       Wear your Play and Prep shirt or a blue shirt 

   February 4, 11, 25th – Messy Monday 

   February 4th - Board meeting – 7:00pm 

   February 7th/8th – Conferences No School 

Giant Eagle Apples for Students 
Register your Giant Eagle Advantage Card at GiantEagle.com/AFTS 
Enter Play and Prep’s School ID #5977 
Shop with your Giant Eagle Advantage Card 

Heinen’s Tasteful Rewards School Program 
Register Play and Prep with your Tasteful Reward Card 
at heinens.com/schools or in-store at the Customer Service Desk or 
call the Customer Relations Department at 1-855-475-2300 ext. 
2337. Past participants must RE-SELECT Play and Prep by logging 
in to their Tasteful Rewards profile each year.  

Pre K Class – Balog 

We hope everyone enjoyed their break and are ready for a new month of learning. To start off 

January, we will explore all things snow. Play with it, create with it, and paint it. Following snow, we 

will learn about artic animals. What they eat, how they live in the freezing cold and how many 

different types of artic animals there are. Then we are going to discover space! We will create our own planets 

and discover how our solar system works. We will end our month by exploring penguins. We will discover how 

penguins play, eat and work.   

Pre K Class - Zerk 

Our class had a fun (and busy!) December. We got in the holiday mood by decorating our “Chicken Soup 

with Rice” tree, cutting and taping a colorful paper chain, and making snow people decorations for our 

classroom. We enjoyed our holiday party with our families as well! In January, we will compare and contrast 

fiction and non-fiction books as we learn about the topics of snow/ice and caterpillars/butterflies. We will also 

start working on recognizing and writing our last names. 

3’s Class - Pecherkiewicz 

December seems to have gone by in a blur as we were busy learning about the various holidays, 

reviewing our colors and numbers, and continuing to learn new letters, not to mention preparing special 

gifts! For January we are looking forward to expanding on our number recognition (0-10), naming and drawing 

shapes, and of course continuing to learn our letters! We will explore bears, pets, and construction as we 

continue to develop our fine and large motor skills. We look forward to exploring some new art materials and 

expanding our imaginative play!  

3's Class-Schofalvi 

After a month of tasty gingerbread cookies, family gift making and celebrating with families, we are 

going to go on a snow-filled adventure.  We will turn the classroom into a Winter Wonderland, discuss 

how to stay warm and explore the animals of the Arctic and Antarctic.  **We need donations of large white 



Styrofoam packing material (not peanuts), empty tissue boxes and freezer paper for our Arctic and Antarctic 

habitats.** 

Extended Day 

January will be a great month for our extended day students! We will be celebrating the new year, 

learning about hibernating animals, snowmen and winter through stories and activities.  

Mrs. Balog and Mrs. Perlberg 

Science  

  We will start off January by learning about penguins and how they stay warm and dry.  Then we  

  will predict which paper is the strongest.  Next, the students will get to see condensation in action.  

We will finish out the month by finding out which materials are waterproof.  If Spiny is awake enough, he will 

come to school, but he seems to like bromating (his version of hibernating)!  

  Mrs. Chapek  

Woodshop 

We will ring in the new year in Woodshop with a new tool!  We will use vegetable peelers to practice 

motor control and eye hand coordination while peeling carrots.  We will also create some 

transportation themed woodcrafts to come home this month. 

Mrs. Chapek and Mrs. Johnson 

                                              Music 

We will be kicking off the new year with a bang!! In January, we will be starting to learn about 

different instrument families beginning with percussion. 

Mrs. Perlberg  

          Creative Movement 

Welcome back to school!  We have some exciting new games and activities to explore in 

Creative Movement in the New Year!  In January, we will do some glow in the dark activities, 

transform the Big Room into a bowling alley, build igloos, and have a snowball fight.  Be sure to 

pack tennis shoes for Creative Movement days when we are moving in the Big Room and send in 

snow gear for outside time too! 

 Mrs. Johnson  

                                          Messy Mondays 

Come join us in January as we play with ice!  Ice sculpture, ice painting, and ice building will keep us 

busy in between all our general outdoor exploration time. 

Mrs. Juergemeier and Ms. Zerk 

      Healthy Habits 

Did you know that January is National Skating Month? With some precautions even your preschoolers can learn 

to ice skate.  Helmets, knee pads, gloves, and milk crates or walkers (available at most ice skating rinks) are all 

recommended for those learning to skate. If you're not ready to head to the ice rink just yet, you can put on 

some music and let the kids “skate” in their socks on hardwood or tile floors at home. Here are some other cold 

weather activities that you can enjoy with your kids:  

• Sledding- There are some great hills in the South Chagrin Metropark or maybe in your own neighborhood. 

• Building- Get creative! You can build snowmen, forts, or even shovel paths to create a maze. 

• Snowball fight- Lots of fun for kids and adults and burns lots of energy.  

• Snowshoeing- Some of the Metroparks rent snowshoes so it’s a low cost option to try a new activity. 

 


